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gard him as the true St. Francis of the modern world,
the true St. Francis of our industrial civilization. He shook
England by his wonderful book on poverty. He was the
first man to hold up to the Church, and make her face them
as they really are, the unhappy miseries of the poor. That
was a great work, and only a great man, an inspired man,
could have accomplished it. I tell you what I am inclined
to say about him, after years of reflection. 1 think that he
saw God, saw Him quite clearly, but through vulgar eyes.
I do not mean social vulgarity, of course. 1 do not mean
anything banale and snobbish by that term. I mean that
his spiritual vision was always coloured by the coarseness
and the hardness of his early training. He saw God
clearer than almost any man of his generation, but with
the eyes of a provincial who had suffered hardships. And
when his spiritual life deepened, as it certainly did deepen,
he had become so possessed by his huge task of world-wide
social reform, that he really had not a single moment in
which to acquaint himself with the spirit of the Church,
I am quite sure that he really never came to know Anglican
Christianity/'

This is the judgment of a shrewd and refined observer.
It is true in some respects, and in those respects profoundly
true; but it misses one important consideration. William
Booth faced the Catholic question of the Sacrament, and
made a deliberate choice. Whether he was right or wrong,
he deliberately rejected the Sacrament; but it was not
until he had studied the matter with care and with anxiety,
not until he had weighed with a grave deliberation all the
consequences of that rejection.

Because he decided to do without the Sacraments of
Catholic Christianity, it must not be supposed that he
brushed those sacred rites impatiently, brusquely, and
scandalously aside. There was nothing blatant, rash, or
iconoclastic about that rejection. He did not make a mock
of these holy things, so infinitely precious to thousands of
Christians. For years he considered the subject; indeed,
had it not been for the influence of some of his followers,
particularly Railton, it is possible that he might have re-
tained the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, To his life's